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however, usually live in small clay-covered cabins. Before
the Russian Revolution they were the traders, making many
a hard bargain with the hunters, who got everything on
credit from them, repaying their debts with furs and wapiti
antlers.
These traders were relatively prosperous people, and around
their cabins there were plots of maize, wheat, and millet
(which were often uprooted at night by the wild pigs from the
near-by forests). Near the cabin was a shed for the storage of
antlers, and outside it skins were stretched out to dry. To-day
all trade must be carried on through the State 'Go-op-
eratives.'
There is an abundance of fish, particularly salmon, in the
rivers, and fishing has always been a valuable source of income
to the peoples of the Ussuri-Sikhote Alin area. To-day,
both river and sea-fishing, as well as hunting, have been
organized by the establishment of 'collectives.5 In this way
it has been possible to regularize these occupations in such a
manner as to prevent the gradual killing off of both animals
and fish. The whole of the Far Eastern fisheries have been
completely modernized during the last fifteen years, and are
now well equipped with trawlers, floating canneries, motor-
boats, etc. The export of canned fish is of great importance.
About a quarter of the total catch of fish in the U.S.S.R.
(a total of i -6 million tons) comes from the Far East (see also
p. 593). Vladivostock is an important centre for the sea-
fisheries and for fish-canning. At Nikolayevsk, the centre for
the Amur fisheries, Soviet Haven, and Vladivostock the
mechanized canneries produce 180 million tins of preserved
fish each year (excluding the floating crab canneries).
As elsewhere in the Far East, farming is confined to the
valley lowlands. There are three agricultural regions which
are likely to become of considerable importance: the Amur
Lowlands around Khabarovsk, the upper Ussuri valley near
Lake Hanka, and the Prekhana Lowland, between this lake
and Vladivostock.
In the district around Khabarovsk rye and wheat are the
main crops, and, as in the Zeya-Bureya region, they are grown